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“Two roads diverged in a yellow wood ……… as the last chord of
Robert Frost’s poem set to music by Ruth Schram died away, I knew
that I had shared a moment of musical profundity with the Chamber
Choir I accompanied. The misty eyed director explained that he loved
directing the choirs because he has the privilege of teaching the
students for a full eight years. I thought of my own studio of students
and the privilege I have daily of being their teacher–many times for
far longer than that.
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I thought of Ben who had just performed for CAMTA’s masterclass
with Tamar Mikeladze. I cringed at times when he missed something
we had discussed during lessons and smiled at others when Tamar
told him some of the same things I had mentioned to him. I enjoyed
learning several things that had not come to mind as well. Now, I look
back and remember the eighth grader who first came to me with a
desire to learn to play the piano. I think of all of the wonderful music
he has learned. Music has had a huge impact on his life and that will
continue as he goes to college. How I will miss him!
My mind moves on to some of my other students as well. I think of
Vivian who once struggled with playing the piano. After a several year
hiatus, she returned to lessons about a year ago. Recently I had a
discussion with Vivian about the tempo of a piece. I personally would
play the piece a bit faster, but Vivian’s rationale for her chosen tempo
was compelling. At eleven, she clearly justified her tempo from a
musical standpoint, and she played the piece beautifully as the music
became her own expression rather than that of her teacher.
I could easily write something about each of my students. They all
have a story as musicians and as people. As I teach them, I see the
(continued on page 2)
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Saturday, March 12th: SAT, MSU

pianist they will become, and I am constantly trying to help
them develop a vision for that future musician as well. When
I was choosing a career, I seriously thought about being a
scientist of some sort. Science was my other love. Thankfully,
the call of music was the greater pull. Yes, “two roads
diverged in a wood, and I–I took the one less traveled by, and
that has made all the difference.”

Tuesday, April 12th: Deadline for Incentive
Awards Applications

Linda Jones
CAMTA President

March 8th: Chapter Meeting,
Patrick Johnson, “Art of Preluding”
9:30, Faith Lutheran Church, Okemos

Tuesday, April 12th: Chapter Meeting
9:30, Faith Lutheran Church, Okemos

Chapter Meetings
On Tuesday, March 8th at 9:30, we will be having an inperson meeting at Faith Lutheran Church in Okemos. The
address of the church is 4515 Dobie Road, Okemos 48864.
Please remember to wear your face mask to the meeting.
Our speaker will be Patrick Johnson, Instructor of Music
Theory at MSU. The topic is “Art of preluding”.
“Johnson utilizes his dual expertise as a concert pianist and
a music theorist to engage his students artistically and
intellectually, striving to enrich students’ aural and expressive
understanding of music while helping them to analyze and to
think critically about it. He was selected to be one of fifteen
members of MSU’s 2016-17 Walter and Pauline Adams
Academy for Instructional Excellence and Innovation. This
annual program allows instructors to enhance their
development as excellent teachers and deepen their
understanding of principles in teaching and learning. He has
also been the recipient of MSU’s Excellence-in-Teaching
Citation (2013), awarded to six teaching assistants universitywide and the highest honor for instructors of that rank.
As a pianist, Johnson performs regularly throughout the
Midwest as a solo, chamber, and orchestral pianist. Recent
appearances include the Pittsburgh New Music Ensemble, the
Lansing Symphony Orchestra’s chamber series, soloist with
the Michigan Philharmonic in Detroit, and guest artist at
Eastern Michigan University, where he also gave a
masterclass. An avid orchestral musician, he is principal
pianist for the Michigan Philharmonic and the Lansing
Symphony Orchestra.
Johnson received a Bachelor of Musical Arts in piano
performance, with high honors, from the University of
Michigan. He holds a Master of Music degree in music
theory, and both a Master of Music and a Doctor of Musical
Arts degree in piano performance from Michigan State
University.”
From the MSU College of Music website

6531 Brook Trail

Incentive Awards
The 2022 Incentive Award applications need to
be postmarked or hand delivered to Char
Williams by April 12th. Copies of programs are
not needed. If you have questions, please
contact Char Williams or Tara Kollar.

Lansing Matinee Musicale Choral
Ensemble
Lansing Matinee Musicale Choral Ensemble is
starting to rehearse again. The ladies choral
group meets on Thursday mornings from
10:30am-12:00 noon at Ascension Lutheran
church, 2780 Haslett Road, East Lansing . We
are mostly a secular choir singing a variety of
songs; we do include a few religious songs. In
the past, we prepared for our concert in May
and also sang at a few retirement and nursing
homes.
Our choral director is Chrisann Lowe and
the accompanist is Alex Jenkins. Our theme is
"Music is ...Inspiration. Some of the songs we
are looking at are: "Hope is the Thing with
Feathers," "Like as a Father," "Lullaby of
Birdland," Shenandoah," "Swinging on a Star,"
and the "Water is Wide," and possibly "God's
Glory Echoes Through the Skies".
We are open to suggestions and we would
like to expand our group since we lost a number
because of the pandemic. If you like to sing and
are free Thursday mornings, we would be happy
if you would join us. Call Joan for more
information at 349-7575, or just come on
Thursday mornings.

2022 Eileen Keel Sonata/Sonatina
Competition Results
Dear Friends,
Congratulations to all of you on your students’
participation in the 15th annual 2022 Eileen
Keel Sonata/Sonatina Competition. Thank you
to Miho Segal for her work with me on this
committee. Mrs. Jacki Vander Slik was the
adjudicator. The first place winners will
perform in the CAMTA Honors Recital on Friday,
March 18th at Ascension Lutheran Church. The
recital begins at 7:00 p.m.
Comment sheets can be picked up from me or I
would be happy to mail them to you.
Peace,
Gail Lytle Lira
2022 Eileen Keel Competition February 26, 2022
9th-10th Sonata
1st Rebecca Wang (Gail Lytle Lira)
2nd Reina Li ( Derek Polischuk)
Honorable Mention Nijiko Nomura (Miho Segal)
Sonatina Up to 5th grade
1st Nava Bonakdarpour (Natalia Bezuglova)
2nd Minh-Tri Le (Natalia Bezuglova)
Sonata Up to 8th grade
1st Jing-yi Hu (Derek Polischuk)
2nd Daniel Cui (Matthias Chang)
Sonatina 6th – 8th grade
1st Clara Craig (Gail Lytle Lira)
2nd Annabelle Kim (Gail Lytle Lira)
This year no students competed in the 11th12th grade category.

Minutes of CAMTA Meeting February 8, 2022
In attendance: Bruce, Katie and Ben Harkness, Noelle and Sandy Wagonmaker, Penny Draper, Joan
Wierzba, Alix Jenkins, Ella Haugschager, Carol Boshart, Kathy Richardson, Mary Jane Miller, Megan
Nyquist, Natalia Bezulgola, Tamar Mikedze, and Linda Jones
President Linda Jones: The minutes of the January 11, 2022 minutes were corrected with: The Keel
Competition will be held at the Presbyterian Church of Okemos as arranged by Gail Lytle Lira. Linda
asked for other corrections and there was none.
Other Announcements: SAT: 83 students registered. Penny is in contact with MSU Music Schools
confirming that we can use their facility.
Federation Festival on March 5 will be at The Community of Christ Church, 1514 W. Miller Road in
Lansing. Mary Jane Miller is the chairperson. Changes for student pieces should be made to Mary Jane
by Feb.15.
Linda announced the future vacancies for officers of CAMTA: President, Corresponding Secretary, and
Incentive Awards Chairperson.
Linda, also, reminded the members about the changes in the SAT Rules:
1. One piece is required to be memorized, instead of all three. Students will be scored 5 points on each
piece for their performance whether memorized or played with notes.
2. All students entering semi-finals must have 3 pieces memorized.
3. Students playing with notes should have two legal copies of music, one for the judge and one they are
using. Students using downloaded music must have a receipt for its purchase.
4. Sightreading: students can prepare for 2 minutes and can play out loud if they choose and/or play
scales and chords
5. Melody-Playbacks: Students will hear the melody played three times before they imitate it back.
For more details of SAT Changes, check the email of October 22, 2021. The changes are part of a pilot
program for 2022 and the changes will be permanent with teacher approval afterwards.
A Masterclass with Tamar Mikedze, Instructor of Piano at MSU. The students who performed were
Noelle Wagonmaker, Ella Haugschager and Ben Harkness.
"Tamar Mikeladze joined the piano faculty of the Michigan State University College of Music in 2015
where she serves as instructor of piano. A native of Tbilisi, Georgia, Mikeladze made her orchestral solo
debut at age 11. She started her study at the Special Music School for gifted children that same year.
She holds graduate and post-graduate degrees from Tbilisi State Conservatory. While in Georgia, she
actively performed with national orchestras and appeared numerous times on national television and
radio. Upon completion of her degrees, Mikeladze was appointed to the piano faculty of the Special
Music School, where she taught for five years. In 2003 she began studies at Indiana University, South
Bend, where she traveled with her studio to perform at music venues in Europe, and received Artist and
Performer Diplomas and a Master’s Degree in piano performance. In fall 2006, Mikeladze joined the
piano faculty at the University of Notre Dame. Her most recent performances include appearances at
Auditorium Parco della Musica in Rome, Carnegie Weill Recital Hall and Steinway Hall. A recipient of the
Rosamond P. Haeberle Memorial Piano award, Mikeladze served as adjudicator at the Michigan Music
Association 47th Annual Competition." - From the MSU College of Music Website
Respectfully submitted by
Joan Wierzba Recording Secretary

Studio Openings:
Deena Agree, Okemos: Piano
Okemos
deenailene@gmail.com
Natalia Bezuglova, East Lansing: Piano
517-303-5474
www.class-jazz.com
Chia-Ying Chan, Okemos: Piano, theory,
aural skills, piano ensemble,
Online and in person
217-819-9075
chanchiaying@hotmail.com
www.chiayingchan.com
Jeanne Fangboner, Lansing: Voice and
Piano
517-393-5341
jfangboner@comcast.net
Joseph P. Henig, Okemos: Piano
(619) 520-8833
joe.henig@gmail.com
https://henigpiano.wordpress.com/
4191 Indian Glen Drive
Okemos, MI 48864
Sheryl Iott, Lansing, West side:
Pianist, teacher, examiner, facilitator
sheri.iott@protonmail.com
www.sheryliott.com

Alix Marilyn Jenkins, Mason:
Piano, Choral, Early Childhood Music,
Online and in person
517-676-3520
Edfrid1@aol.com
Linda Jones, Mason/Eaton Rapids:
Piano, Online and in person
517-910-4012
Jonesjandl@gmail.com
Miho Segal, Okemos: Piano
517-775-2997
mihosegalpiano@gmail.com

Mary Jane Miller, Holt, 48842: Piano,
Online and in person
517-694-7000
millermusicmjm@msn.com
millermusicstudio.com
Kathy Richardson, Okemos: Piano,

Online and in person
517-256-2077
kathy@richardsonmusicstudio.com

Yan Zheng, Okemos: Piano
864-752-5753
2375 Club Meridian Dr. A5. Okemos,
48864

CAMTA Executive Board
Linda Jones, President

Jonesjandl@gmail.com
517-910-4012
NataliaBezuglova, Vice President
bezuglova@hotmail.com
517-303-5474
Joan Wierzba, Recording Secretary
wierzbaj@comcast.com
517-349-7575
Amber Redoutey, Treasurer
amber.k.redoutey@gmail.com
517-927-5544
Heather Vedder, Corresponding Secretary
heathervedderpiano@gmail.com
269-888-3673
Alix Jenkins, Past-President
Edfrid1@aol.com
517-676-3520

CAMTA NEWS Submission Deadline:
Send information for the March
newsletter to Heather Vedder at
heathervedderpiano@gmail.com
by March 20th, 2022.

